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(A) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 
by Councillor Jeremy Cottam: 
 

“In light of the recent dramatic climate events, has West Berkshire Council’s risk 
register been reviewed recently to ensure that the environmental causes of risk are 
suitably understood and represented, and that the associated mitigating actions are in 

place?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 

answered: 
 

Yes, all risk registers have been recently reviewed. In accordance with the Council’s 

Risk Management Policy, risks are identified and managed on an ongoing basis, 
taking into consideration all causes of risks linked to the Council’s objectives, and are 

formally reported as part of updated risk registers on a quarterly basis. With regards 
to your specific comments about managing the impacts of climate events, the Council 
has declared a Climate Emergency in 2019. The mitigation actions are coordinated 

through our Environment Strategy 2020 – 2030 and regular updates are reported 
about the delivery of this strategy. Any overarching risk linked to the strategy is 

recorded on the Environment Department’s Service Risk Register and this risk is also 
escalated on the Place Directorate’s Risk Register. Other environmental risks are 
managed by the Council’s services. 
 

Councillor Jeremy Cottam asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“I have to admit this was a question prompted by a parish councillor at a Governance 
and Ethics meeting asking if this Council was making sure it's very aware of, for 
example, torrential rain and drought, and the consequences of these on the 

environment and community. What about identifying those type of issues and bringing 
them forward in the risk register, not when they happen, but try maybe? We do monitor 

certain things within Governance and Ethics, could we maybe add that to the list of 
things for consideration, giving it a priority and an importance, making it equal to all 
the other risks that this Council and this community is subject to?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 
answered: 
 

It is my understanding that officers are involved and note comments made at 
Governance and Ethics meetings. I know there are different comments made about 

specific risks regularly, for example Councillor Abbs raised a lot of Covid related risks 
during the pandemic. However, if there are any specific risks you feel that are not 

being addressed, or that anyone feels are not being addressed, feel free to e-mail 
them to me, and I'm happy to discuss them with relevant officers. 
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(B) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing by Councillor Adrian Abbs: 
 

“What are the Council’s plans for filling the gaps in the provision of defibrillators across 

West Berkshire?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing answered: 
 

Thank you for your question and, as you will know, the question of defibrillator 
provision was the subject of a report to the Health and Wellbeing Board in May. I've 

looked at what the recommendations in that report were and what's happened since. 
 

To identify those various actions: 

a) reminding Members that they are able to use their Members’ Community bids to 
propose funding defibrillators – indeed there have been five such bids so far during 
the term of this council – you (Cllr Abbs) in 2019/20, none in 2020/21, Cllrs Hooker 

& Mackinnon in 2021/22, Cllrs Pask & Doherty in the earlier 2022/23 round, and 
there’s another one in this latest round, but that bid is yet to be considered and is 
confidential at the moment. 

b) signposting town and parish council to various sources of funding for public access 
defibrillators; 

c) reminding town and parish councils of the need to undertake regular maintenance 
checks of defibrillators, and indeed of the pads and everything else; 

d) because this was a question that was raised in the report and indeed raised at 

Health and Wellbeing, confirming that First Aid training, including information on 
defibrillator use, is provided in schools as part of the curriculum; and  

f) encouraging residents to download the ‘Save a Life’ app as part of a publicity 
campaign to support British Heart Week in June - this shows the locations of all 
publicly accessible defibrillators and has a whole load of other stuff about health 

and how to use a defibrillator, what to do in emergency and indeed has a 999 
button. I'd also point any Members who are interested to the defibfinder.uk 

website, which is based on the same information but is an easier way of targeting 
rather than through an app if you're looking at a PC. 

 

So, in terms of gaps in provision, fundamentally the Health and Wellbeing Board 
agreed that the best place for this conversation is with the town and parish councils 
working in conjunction with local communities to see where they are best placed to 

identify gaps in provision.  
 

I am pleased to note that, since the report, of the more rural areas of the District, And 

I am indeed pleased that since the report rural areas in the district are coming forward, 
because that was one of the things that the report identified - that we've got a 

reasonable provision in urban areas but there are some gaps in rurality. Upper 
Basildon has identified a defibrillator location and a Lower Basildon Parish Report 
indicates that one will be installed there once a suitable site is found. 

 
I would also encourage Members to support their communities in this regard.  Where 

defibrillators are installed we also encourage everyone to ensure they are registered 



 

Member Questions as specified in the 
Council’s Procedure Rules of the Constitution 
 

 

 

and advertised so that the community knows where they are without having to go on 
an app. You should know where in your community the defibrillator is. 
 

Councillor Adrian Abbs asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“It's good to know there's some activity going on and I think you're saying that basically 
the plans for filling the gaps are really to push it out to parish councils and so on, which 
I don't disagree with. My only question would be how have we thought about the type 

of tools that are actually going to be needed to be able to do that? I mean, it's great at 
one level, but it's far easier if you actually take the position of all the existing ones, 

plop some rings around them, and that will identify where the gaps are straight away. 
And therefore we can go to the parishes saying actually, do you realise you've got this 
gap? We can work on the funding later, but its knowledge of where the gaps are. 

Because it's no good me having the app in my hand when I press the button and 
actually there's not one near me. So are we doing some tool availability, or something 

to help them with that process of finding the gaps?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing answered: 
 

If you read the report, you'll see that a number of rural locations were identified as 
having a gap, and then there's been engagement. I didn't ask officers the specific 

question of what communication did you have with those parishes because they're 
basically parishes in the rural area, but I'm happy to take that away.  
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(C) Question related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside by 
Councillor Lee Dillon: 
 

“If the members of this Administration are so committed to their vision for London 
Road, why haven’t they put it in the Local Plan?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside answered: 
 

LRIE is included in the proposed Submission Version Local Plan Review, now 

approved policies SP1, SP3, SP20, DM32 and Table 18 of Appendix 4 “Designate 
Employment Areas”. 
 

  



 

Member Questions as specified in the 
Council’s Procedure Rules of the Constitution 
 

 

 

(D) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside by 
Councillor Phil Barnett: 
 

“When Members consider planning applications where working hours on a 
construction site is an important consideration in their deliberations on said 
applications, can the portfolio holder identify why contractors on so many recent 

Western Area approvals have deliberately over-ridden these conditions to suit their 
own schedules, affecting many residents in the surrounding roads?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside answered: 
 

I cannot speak for developers’ actions, but where there is a suspected breach of any 

planning condition it can be reported to the Planning Enforcement Team for 
investigation.  I know you attended the planning enforcement training just the other 

day. Where a breach is identified the team will take appropriate action.  Often these 
matters are resolved amicably through communications with the developer concerned.  
 

Councillor Phil Barnett asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“I think the sad thing about it is that it's happening time and time again. The Carnival 

at the Racecourse is a good example of continually flouting the conditions that were 
imposed on them. Even the application that I mentioned earlier on tonight in 
Pinchington Lane, and Sterling Cables in Kings Road. It's sad, but it's happening. 

Residents report it, I report it, and no action is taken on these developers or these 
agents. It’s going to keep happening.   
 

The Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside answered: 
 

All I can say is that from the training you attended you know the changes that have 

been put through the plan that is now on the website. I won't deny that enforcement 
has been an area of concern for a good while, but it is something that we are dedicated 

to addressing. We've got three officers at the moment that are doing a sterling job. 
They have a large area to cover and we are relying on information coming in. When 
we get that information we need to act on it. I take your point. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Member Questions as specified in the 
Council’s Procedure Rules of the Constitution 
 

 

 

(E) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Leader of the Council by Councillor Carolyne Culver: 
 

“In the light of pressure on the council’s budget from inflation and real terms cuts, will  

the leader give an undertaking that the ruling group will work cooperatively with 
opposition members when setting the next budget to protect council services, 
particularly those affecting the most vulnerable residents in the district?” 
 

The Leader of the Council answered: 
 

I'm sure you're very aware that the Council Strategy currently has a priority to actually 
make sure that we are looking at our most vulnerable in the community, making sure 
they get better outcomes. So it's an ongoing piece of work of this Council to make sure 

that those most vulnerable in our district get the support they need, and in particular 
when we're looking at budget setting. Of course we are looking at protecting frontline 

services and I think Councillor Mackinnon has made no secret of the fact that when 
we're looking at our budget setting, and I've made no secret of the fact it's going to be 
difficult, we will look to protect frontline services first and foremost and look at what 

efficiencies we can do in the back office before we look to the front office. With regards 
to your particular request around co-operation with the budget setting, I've actually 
heard on a number of occasions the Portfolio Holder for Finance say if you want to 

engage with him, he's very open to having that conversation, and he's very happy to 
have conversations with anybody that wants to influence the budget. There is an 

element whereby we do have to recognise that there are pressure bids. There are 
ways that we put different things into the budget which require a proper business case 
and effective scrutiny, so we can look at how they sit within the overall budget as a 

whole rather than a three day notice amendment, whereby we've already been looking 
at how to spend the £154m that we're going to have to spend and that really makes it 

very difficult. So the Portfolio Holder is very open and has given me his commitment if 
there are specifics that you want to work on with this in mind, to sit down and have 
that conversation and see where we can go with it.  
 

Councillor Carolyne Culver asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“This year we put forward one capital amendment and one revenue amendment. We 
put forward one of each this time because we didn't want to take up lots of time 
because the previous time had everything bundled together and there was an excuse 

not to vote for it on that basis. So we tried a different tactic. We have worked with the 
Director of Finance before ahead of budgets to find out what our various options are. 

So I welcome your commitment to talking to us. It is possible that we will have a 
different leadership next year or even no overall control. So does the Leader commit 
to working jointly between all the parties and with the Director of Finance well ahead 

of May to look at all of our options and think about what we need to do?”  
 

The Leader of the Council answered: 
 

We are already doing the budget build now. We set our budget in March, not May, and 
so the budget for the forthcoming year will already be set. So that process is already 

in play. I know the Section 151 Officer is always available for a briefing. We won’t know 
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probably until the 21 December what our final settlement will be, which is when we'll 
have an indication of the tweaks and everything else that we may or not may not be 

able to do. But come that period of time, we'll be looking between the settlement 
coming in and the budget setting. And as I said, if there is something specific and the 

Portfolio Holder for Finance is committed to sit down with anybody that wants to sit 
down with him and have those conversations, so that we can see if there's something 
that can be worked in. It will go through the process that any investment would go 

through within this Council, which is around a business case submission. 
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(F) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the Portfolio 
Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture by Councillor Steve Masters: 
 

“With the increasing pressure on mortgage payers and private landlords increasing 
rents is the council confident that it has enough emergency accommodation for 

individuals and families who may become homeless in the coming months?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture answered: 
 

Sadly, there is a shortage of emergency accommodation right across the UK and this 
is also the case in this district. I share your concerns completely and the administration 

and the officers are actively working on schemes to increase the supply of 
accommodation for families who may become homeless in the coming months. 
 

Councillor Steve Masters asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“At the moment, as you allude, we are short of emergency accommodation and we 

have a substantial number of individuals and families residing in hotels. While that 
sounds great on one level, it's quite disruptive. As you know, families can be moved 

within a week to another hotel in another venue. Can you assure this Council and the 
residents that you will be doing everything within your power to make sure that no 
families are in hotels, especially with children, over the Christmas period?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture answered: 
 

Unfortunately, all of the Council's temporary accommodation stock is currently 
occupied, and as a result a very few households are placed in hotel accommodation 
for a very short period until the Council’s temporary accommodation becomes 

available. The Housing Team are excelling themselves in trying to find solutions to 
these problems and I can't congratulate them enough for what they're trying to do. 
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(G) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside by 
Councillor Adrian Abbs: 
 

“What is the Current Typology (Categorisation) of the Old Football Ground Grass Pitch 
at the Southern end of Faraday Road?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside answered: 
 

The current typology or categorisation of the old football ground grass pitch at the 

southern end of Faraday Road differs according to the context.   For example, it is 
included in the Brownfield Land Register for reasons which I will come to in my 
response to your later question.  However, it is excluded from the LRIE Protected 

Employment Area as set out in the Core Strategy and the draft Local Plan Review 
Presubmission version before us this evening.  In the Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment, the whole of LRIE is categorised as having development 
potential but with the caveat that it would result in the loss of a football ground. 
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(H) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 
by Councillor Carolyne Culver: 
 

“When will the recruitment freeze in planning be lifted?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 

answered: 
 

I can confirm that the Council is currently seeking to recruit to a number of posts in the 

Development Management Team in order to remove some of the temporary posts that 
we have, including enforcement. The Council took the decision to put a temporary 
freeze on all non-essential recruitment, so it is important to note that any essential 

recruitment in planning can continue to progress. 
 

Councillor Carolyne Culver asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“It's my understanding that at the moment there are 70 jobs in planning, but there are 
20 vacancies. So can you reassure me that those will be opened for people to apply 

for soon? Can you give me a date when that will be happening?  
 

The Portfolio Holder for Internal Governance and Strategic Partnerships 

undertook to provide a response in writing subsequent to the meeting. 
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(I) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture by Councillor 
Steve Masters: 
 

“How many major developments, completed since May 2019 have met their affordable 
housing target – and in particular the 70% social rent target?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture answered: 
 

13 out of 13 met the affordable housing target. 6 out of 13 met the 70% social rent 

target. 
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(J) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside by 
Councillor Adrian Abbs: 
 

“Why has the Old Football Ground Grass Pitch at the Southern end of Faraday Road 
been or was it included in the Brownfield site BR/201729 when the NPPF Criteria for 
Brownfield and your web site specifically excludes Recreation Grounds?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Planning, Transport and Countryside answered: 
 

This is the answer that I referred to a moment ago. I can confirm that the Old Football 
Ground Grass Pitch at Faraday Road was included in the brownfield site BR/201729 
on the West Berkshire Council brownfield land register. The site was first identified as 

brownfield in the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment, with the caveat 
that the football pitch itself was green infrastructure.  This was then carried forward 

into the brownfield land register which was prepared in 2017 in response to a 
Government requirement and in line with the version of the NPPF which was current 
at the time.  The brownfield land register is being updated to reflect changes made to 

the NPPF since 2017.   
 

  



 

Member Questions as specified in the 
Council’s Procedure Rules of the Constitution 
 

 

 

(K) Question not related to an item of business submitted to the 
Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture by Councillor 
Steve Masters: 

“What are the current numbers on the housing register?” 
 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture answered: 
 

The answer is there’s 901 Active households (as at 23/11/22). 
 

Councillor Steve Masters asked the following supplementary question: 
 

“What moves are the Housing Team doing to increase the emergency stocks and get 
people off the housing register, etc?”  
 

The Portfolio Holder for Housing, Leisure and Culture answered: 
 

I know you work closely with the Housing Team, so you will know they are, as I 

mentioned in the previous answer, they're working seriously hard trying to find 
solutions. It is a concern that the numbers on the housing ratio have been going up 

which I suppose you probably expect in the current environment, so to a degree it's a 
moving target. But we will do our very best to do what we can.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


